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“AND YOU SHALL NOT MAKE YOUR SOULS IMPURE
THROUGH ANY CREEPING THING THAT CREEPS ON THE EARTH”

THE EVIL INCLINATION HAS 150 WAYS TO PURIFY THE SHERETZ -
DOVID HAMELECH RESPONDS WITH 150 CHAPTERS OF TEHILLIM

In our parsha, Parsha Shemini, we find the prohibition
against eating the sheretz, insect (Vayikra- 11:44): nX wnun j91"
07187 YIND DONR ATYRN 0N D YANT Yy whtn yawn Y3 nsvniwal
“aaR WITE 5 DTy B oapuRY mov neiy - “And you shall not
make your souls impure through any creeping thing that creeps
on the earth. For  am Hashem Who brings you up from the land
of Egypt to be a G-d unto you; you shall be holy, for [ am holy.”

Our Sages z"1 expounded upon this verse (Bava Metzia 61b):

JSRYRY 137 737 RaTOY 9% nl Do¥aw 12 KA 3N9T 0YNRn NNy
17937 Yrawa RYN ,0rEnn YRAw NR Yoy KRR SRR 939 937 NanT
“av mINMWE PRAVA PRY

“For what purpose does the Merciful One mention the Exodus
from Egypt in connection with the prohibition of creeping
things? For that which was taught by a Tanna of the academy
of R’ Yishmael, for a Tanna of the academy of R’ Yishmael has
taught in a Baraisa: HKB”H said, ‘Had I not brought the Jewish
people out of Egypt except to observe this one thing, namely,
that they do not contaminate themselves by consuming creeping
creatures, | would have been satisfied.”

This teaching is truly stunning! As we know, the Torah has
365 negative commandments. How do we understand the fact
that HKB”H took us out of Egypt specifically in the merit of the
observation of the prohibition against eating insects?

THE DISTINGUISHED STUDENT WHO KNEW
HOW TO PURIFY THE SHERETZ WITH 150 REASONS

Letus begin to explain this enigmatic teaching by introducing
the following Gemara (Eruvin 13b): w2392 mon pont onabn Ran”
“@mpu DYwRm fR[Ra yawn nR Ao “A Baraisa taught: There was
a distinguished student in the academy of Yavneh who could
purify the insect with 150 reasons.”

It is a pleasure to present the precious explanation of the
great Gaon, Rebbe Wolf Boskowitz zt”] (the son of Rebbe Shmuel
of Kelin, the author of the Machatzis HaShekel), found in his
sefer Shoshan Edus on Mishnayos Eduyos (3:6, 4), as to why
this student had specifically 150 ways to purify the sheretz, not
more, not less.

He explains the matter based on the Gemara (Rosh HaShanah
21b): amaRaw R 100 wny 1ane 1151 ,8919a 1NN 1203 yw o’
"EepoRn vyn uonn (--n oY) “Fifty gates of understanding
were created in the world, and all but one of them were given to
Moshe, as it says (Tehillim- 8:6): ‘But You have made him only
slight wanting in [understanding] Divinity.”

Now when Chazal say that Moshe did not reach the 50" gate,
they do not mean that he didn’t understand any of that gate.
For it is impossible to consider that the deliverer of the Torah
had no comprehension whatsoever in one of the levels of the
Torah. Rather it means that, unlike the first 49, Moshe did not
comprehend the entire 50™ level, only part of it. And the same is
true for every Jew who toils in Torah. They merit to understand
some fraction of the 50™ level, until that future time when we all
understand the 50 level in its entirety.

Additionally, there is a well-known principle that the
Torah can be explained and understood on 4 levels, known as
o1y, pardes. v“11a stands for vwa, Pshat (the plain meaning),
™1, Remez (the hinted meaning), w=7, Drash (the homiletic
meaning), 1o, Sod (the esoteric meaning). Based on this, Rebbe
Wolf zt"] offers a novel insight: the 3 levels of Remez, Drash and
Sod each contain their own 50 gates of understanding. There
are 50 levels of Remez, 50 levels of Drash and 50 levels of Sod.
All together they total 150 levels. However, the Pshat level only
contains one gate, as, when all is said and done, there is only
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one way to follow the Torah, as it says (Bamidbar- 15:16): mn”
“@onR |am =ab1 mob mme mx vawnt AnR “One teaching and one
judgment shall be for you and for the proselyte who sojourns
among you.”

That is why the student specifically came up with 150 ways
to purify the sheretz. On the Pshat level there is absolutely no
way to purify the sheretz, as the Torah unequivocally states
(Vayikra- 11:31): mnma mns yaan Yo yaws 953 msh ooRnwn nox”
“amyn 7y Xnwe - “These are impure to you among all the creeping
animals; anyone who touches them when they are dead shall be
impure until the evening!”

On the other hand, one who gets involved in the other
150 levels of Remez, Drash and Sod, can be misled by the
evil inclination to erroneously conjure up 150 different ways
to purify the sheretz, using a different approach at each level
of understanding, thus attempting to permit that which is
prohibited. These are the sweet words of Rebbe Wolf zt”l.

Parenthetically, we now have a better understanding of that
which is says in many seforim, that a Jew is supposed to fulfill
the mitzvos of the Torah based on simple belief, without any
complicated calculations. As the Ma’or Va’Shemesh (Parshas
Nitzavim) quotes from the Rebbe R’ Elimelech of Lizhensk
zy”a, who explained the Gemara (Rosh HaShanah 16a): mYy”
“pn AR Rmrm ,Pyein - “Why do we blow the shofar? Because
Hashem told us to do so!” This means that after all the deep
comprehensions and intentions, the main thing is to blow the
shofar with the simple and basic understanding that I am doing
this because G-d commanded me to do it.

Along these lines, the Yismach Yisrael (Chanukah, pg. 82)
brings an incredible statement from the Ba’al Shem Tov zy”a:

LTINAMT IR0 Y awa AYyn snnwn Yo mnR , 1rnbny anr viwyan”
WA MATARE YN PUTNRT ANIAYR U AN MR 2R N1 PRt o anN
[171aNm1 Doan Ay 7aR AnTY5] “a%95a 98 Y R 193 PN

“The Besh”t used to say to his students: ‘After all of my lofty
comprehensions regarding the deepest roots of the Torah and
its mitzvos, after all that sublime pleasure, I place all of that
on the side and I grab onto simple belief. I transform into a
simpleton, and I believe.”

Based on the above, the idea here is that one who fulfills the
mitzvos only on the deeper levels of Remez, Drash and Sod is
in danger of falling prey to that same evil inclination that tries
to purify the sheretz with 150 reasons. However, one who is
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anchored in simple emunah, the basic faith which has been
transmitted from generation to generation, is ensured that he
will succeed in his service of Hashem, without stumbling.

THEY ONLY APPOINTED TO THE SANHEDRIN
HE WHO COULD PURIFY THE SHERETZ

Now come and see a fascinating statement in the Gemara
(Sanhedrin 17a): »n XX 191202 12221 PR 27 18K 1T 27 0K
“T1mI00 1R YAwn NR ey vy - “Rav Yehudah said in the name of
Rav: We may appoint to the Sanhedrin only one who knows how
to purify a sheretz according to Biblical law.”

This means that even a massive talmid chacham, who knew
the entire Torah with complete clarity, could not become a
member of the Sanhedrin if he could not purify the sheretz
through what in essence is a mental exercise in vain, as it is not
the truth! The light of the world, Rabbeinu Tam, was already
bothered by this question (s.v. she’yodea): nna= ,an 1229 nwp
“MR@ amInnw yaw ameb San e oneana 1Y - “Rabbeinu Tam
asked, of what value is sharp logic which is absolutely false
and meaningless, as the Torah tells us clearly that the sheretz
is impure?!”

The Kli Yakar provides a wondrous answer to Rabbeinu
Tam’s question in his sefer Olelos Ephraim (Vol. 2, 297): The
distinguished student in Yavneh was coming to teach us a
lesson not to rely too quickly on our intellect. A talmid chacham
must be very weary of permitting something for himself, as he
might just be convincing himself that this is the case because he
has some invested interest in a lenient ruling. It is all too easy to
twist the Living Word of G-d and to permit that which is really
prohibited. Nothing proves this more than the fact that there are
150 logical ways to purify even the clearly impure sheretz.

Here are his holy words:

YW mean DIRTMT TS AT AN MDA SN T PN TRbnaw Nel o
1P IN Awyn o3 00 SYs nnxy nam oaRTT DNRT BMwYh b by ann
AWK TY,PTY IN DRPE DRy Rt 11 R TR ey Y TIRDR aew
"MW DY B 118 RYW TnKRY 71 Tnbn oreow  whnn anens nnsaeya nene
.0718 1P 191 o1 19 92 Uy 9R1,K1P7 Knv Rnuw 13 o1 Yo yawn

AN I Ry, Y wyn U ane peR bw aw 702 no wrw anim b
R0 NN 1Y NN BN O InRen by 1o Xw Srown b b i meyy
VaYHA AR 73 WY KY1,10050 211 5 RS, 1097 Y1pow By 710 kY ipn bon
S Yo FINRTY Rt ITORT TTR IR NIDET AR T w1eas 21nen
Smwynn 11ws Y wawy TR 1ot RaIn 21nY
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The Holy Gaon, Rebbe Tzadok HaKohen of Lublin zy”a takes
the same approach in his sefer Or Zarua LaTzaddik- Mamar on
Mahus Lashon HaKodesh:

oY Tonn ANINRG PRIYT RAP PRaaa YU 1oTw papn amr nyer”
9w, 5an Sw niavana nyin 001 09N WY Bvapu 14pa yawt anon
neRa Y RY 90 nIRAMY onn e HaR .n1eoIins aw Pyt IRRIY Nt
BN Y RITY Ywn DY rapu 24 1Ty 1Y W ane BN T nevow
15 TMRT, AR R 71A3 NIRRT NPT YN YaR 070w nmye By 1o’ uNa
“nnaRt YR Yown neRa Yot oomayn Yo hony

Perhaps we can add a nice touch to this by carefully
examining the words of Rabbeinu HaKadosh (Pirkei Avos- 4:2):
“12 o i3 RYR 1par2 Yonon YR 911K 39" - “Rebbi said: ‘Do not look

m

at the container, but rather what is within it.

We can suggest that Rebbi is hinting to the 150 ways of
purifying the sheretz. Being that the Torah prohibited the
sheretz, there must be 150 corresponding reasons why the
sheretz is impure, cancelling out the 150 reasons to purify. This
teaches us that the intellect can be very misleading and that the
only way to reach the truth is through Divine assistance.

This is what Rebbi is alluding to: “Do not look at the 1“p 1“p
1727 = (the numerical value of 150, 150). Don’t get caught up in
the 150 reasons to purify vs. the 150 reason to declare impure.
Rather, “look at what is within it”, extract the lesson that it
comes to teach us. Remember the message of the student from
Yavneh, that we cannot rely on human intellect alone. Rather,
we must pray to Hashem that He should enlighten our eyes and
assist us in reaching truthful conclusions and interpretations
in Torah.

Now we understand why it is so critical for the talmid
chacham to have internalized this lesson before being appointed
to the Sanhedrin, where he will be confronted by so many
serious halachic questions. This is why understanding how
easily the sheretz could be declared pure was a prerequisite for
being appointed to the Sanhedrin.

THE ORIGINAL SNAKE CAUSED ADAM
TO STUMBLE USING 150 REASONS

When we delve deeper we will realize that the Nachash
HaKadmoni, Original Snake, caused Adam and Chava to fall into
his trap and eat from the Eitz HaDaas, Tree of Knowledge, by
using the same 150 reasons used to permit the sheretz. Through
this act he was successful in bringing death into the world. The
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Megale Amukos (Behar, s.v.- mah inyan shemitah) explains that
the letter "1 of w“m, snake, represents the 50 levels of impurity
through which the Nachash caused Adam and Chava to stumble,
thus injecting its own impurity into them and all of mankind.
This impurity remained within us until we stood at Har Sinai
and received the Torah, at which point it ceased, as the Gemara
teaches (Shabbos 146a): "namr ipoa 200 A Yy 1mmyw YRw” -
“The impurity was removed from the Jewish people that stood
at Har Sinai.”

This is why it is written regarding the exodus from Egypt
(Shemos- 3:12): = by mopbxm AR 1173pn Doaghn oy NN RN’
“strr1 - “When you take the people out of Egypt, you will worship
G-d on this mountain.” The word 1“rapn, you will worship, is
comprised of "1 1ayn, you will work on 50 (2), meaning you will
work during the 50 days of the Sefiras HaOmer, between the
exodus from Egypt and the receiving of the Torah, to cleanse and
purify yourself from the impurity of the 50 levels of impurity,
represented by the 1of the w“ma.

Additionally, as the Gemara teaches us (Bava Basra 16a):
“mmn RSN X1, A8 R 1o Rt - “The Satan, Yetzer Hara (Evil
Inclination) and the Angel of Death or all one in the same.” Thus
the w“ma which represents the Evil Inclination, is the Satan as
well. This matter can be found in the very name of the Satan, as
10w stands for nxnrwyw’s, the 50 levels of impurity. These are
the wondrous words of the Megale Amukos.

We now see clearly how the Nachash caused Adam and
Chava to sin using the 150 reasons to purify the sheretz. The
Nachash, representing the 50 levels of impurity, was able to
combat the 50 levels of understanding contained within each
layer of Torah: Remez, Drash and Sod. He thus was able to create
150 reasons to permit the impure, thus nullifying the 150 real
reasons to declare it impure.

We can add that this matter is hinted to in the Torah’s
description of the Nachash (Bereishis- 3:1): m1y mm wmamy”
“@ypYR ‘i ey R mren nn Yon. Targum Onkelos translates this
pasuk as follows: “mp'R "1 13p *1 812 nin Yon moor mn kA - “The
snake was wiser than any beast of the field that Hashem G-d had
made.” The Nachash indeed was wise, but he used his wisdom
for the side of evil, as the pasuk describes (Yirmiyahu- 4:22):
"y RY 200091y man ponsn” - “They are wise at doing evil, but
know not how to do good.” This idea, as well, is hinted to in the
name of the snake. The word w“ma stands for fno'r »y'w '3, the
50 level of wisdom used for the side of evil, through which he
proposed 150 reason to permit the prohibited.
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DOVID HAMELECH,
THE REINCARNATION OF ADAM HA'RISHON,
WROTE 150 CHAPTERS OF TEHILLIM

Now our heart stirs as we propose the reason that Dovid
HaMelech a”h composed specifically 150 chapters of Tehillim,
Psalms. Our teacher, the Arizal, has taught us (Sefer HaLikutim-
Haazinu) that Dovid was the gilgul, reincarnation, of Adam
HaRishon, sent down to repair that which Adam had caused.
This is the explanation of the Medrash (Bamidbar Rabbah-
14:12): “Adam took 70 years of his life and gave them to Dovid
the son of Yishai.”

This is what Dovid referred to when he began his book of
Tehillim with: 8% @RwR 79731 DYywa neya 991 XY TWR WINT MUR”
“sg951 @@t AT INTINAT AT T RTINS AN 05 LA K Dk awinaat thy
“Praiseworthy is the man who walked not in the counsel of the
wicked, and stood not in the path of the sinful, and sat not in the
session of scorners. But his desire is in the Torah of Hashem,
and in His Torah he meditates day and night.”

The Medrash Shocher Tov expounds: 21X ,J1&R"7 DTR3 921"
13RS ANSYY R BR MWK, WYY 195773 0Ty KY OR 2TwR, TR IS
»mux"y Yw - “This is Adam HaRishon speaking. Adam HaRishon
said: “I would have been praiseworthy had I not walked in the
paths of the snake. And I would have been praiseworthy had I
not sat in the session of scorners.”

Based on the above we can explain that being that Dovid
HaMelech was the reincarnation of Adam, he saw fit to compose
specifically 150 chapters of Tehillim. Adam fell prey to the 150
reasons of the Nachash to permit the impure, thereby allowing
the Nachash to inject him with its impurity. It was to repair this
damage that Dovid composed his Tehillim. The Jewish people
could now forever use these 150 chapter of Tehillim to pray
to Hashem to save them from the evil inclination and its 150
methods of tricking us.

THE JEWISH SOULS IN EGYPT SINNED WITH THE
TREE OF KNOWLEDGE

Continuing along this path we can now explain the
Gemara that we started with, which stated that the merit
of observing the prohibition against eating sheratzim alone
was enough of a reason to be taken out of Egypt. Let us
begin by introducing the following verse (Shemos- 2:23):
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“Irriapn 1 URAWY 25 MR @R Thn nnvt Bnn oeann oanva vy
- “And it happened during those many days, that the king of
Egypt died, and the Children of Israel groaned because of

the work.”

The Medrash (Shemos Rabbah- 1:34) explains: 792 nn»”
OX FIR197 7 PR B8R TRIYAN 1IN LLIRD 3TN POINnT YN noasn
“a1a DIMP MW BTRTE YT A1 24P 3P 1P IR upn v RY -
“The king of Egpyt died: this means that he contracted leprosy,
and a leper is tantamount to a dead person. The sorcerers of
Egypt told Pharaoh that the only cure would be to slaughter
150 Jewish babies every evening and 150 Jewish babies every
morning and to bathe in their blood in the evening and in the

morning.”

Now this must be understood, for the Egyptians were wise
people, asitsays (Melachim 1- 5:10):>13%5 nnsnna mbw naorsant”
“@omen nasn Yont o - “Shlomo’s wisdom surpassed the wisdom
of all the people of the East and all the wisdom of Egypt.” Why
than did the wisest men of Egypt think that the blood of 150
babies in the morning and evening would heal Pharaoh? What
is the significance of this?

We can answer this based on that which our teacher, the
Arizal, has revealed to us (Shaar HaPesukim- beginning of
Parshas Shemos): that the reason the Jewish people suffered
so terribly in Egypt is because when Adam HaRishon sinned
by eating from the Tree of Knowledge, all the souls that were
contained within him were damaged. These souls needed to
undergo an enormous repair, and thus they went through
many reincarnations until they were purified and refined to the

necessary degree.

Their first reincarnation was in the generation of the flood.
Since the evil was still deeply rooted in them they stumbled
and corrupted their ways. After this they were reincarnated
again in the form of the generation that built the Tower of
Bavel, who were subsequently dispersed across the earth.
Once again they had failed. They were sent down a 3™ time
as the people of the city of Sedom. They also became corrupt
and were destroyed, without accomplishing their mission.
Finally, they were sent down as the souls of the Jewish people
that found themselves enslaved in Egypt. It was through the
terrible hardships of the slavery in Egypt that these souls were
finally expunged and cleansed.
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This process can be seen clearly in the different afflictions
the Jewish people suffered while in Egypt. Corresponding to
the sins of the generation of the flood, Pharaoh decreed thatall
males be drowned in the river (Shemos- 1:22). As retribution
for building the Tower of Bavel out of bricks (Bereishis- 11:4),
the Egyptians embittered their lives by requiring them to
work with bricks (Shemos- 1:14) and to build cities for them
(Shemos 1:11).

Let us buttress this teaching of the Arizal with a teaching
of the Shelah HaKadosh (Shemos): the reason that the
Jewish people were to be enslaved specifically by Pharaoh is
because Pharaoh represented the Original Snake who caused
the Jewish people to be damaged at the sin of the Tree of
Knowledge. This is based on the words of the Zohar (Zohar
Chadash 138b, s.v.- pasach Rabbi Shimon): “Pharaoh is the
image of the Nachash.”

Now we can begin to understand the advice of the sorcerers
of Pharaoh to kill 150 babies at a time to heal his disease. They
desired to arouse evil judgments against the Jewish souls
in Egypt by tapping into the number 150. The number 150
represented the trap of the Nachash that caused these souls to
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be damaged at the sin of the Tree of Knowledge. This becomes
even more powerful when we remember that Pharaoh
himself represented the very Nachash that brought about that

terrible sin.

We are now at the point where we can understand the
unbelievable depth of the teaching of the academy of R’
Yishmael: PRw i1 927 Yhawa KN pragnn YR N by Rvnw”
“av moxmwa pRavn - “Had [ not brought the Jewish people out of
Egypt except to observe this one thing, namely, that they do not
contaminate themselves by consuming creeping creatures, I

would have been satisfied.”

We have learned that these souls were toiling in Egypt
because they had been fooled by the 150 reasons of the Nachash
to permit eating that which was really impure. There could be
no greater repair for these souls than to show their denial of
these 150 falsified claims by abstaining from eating the impure
sheretz. Refraining from eating the sheretz demonstrates loyalty
and commitment to the simple belief and faith in Hashem and
His Torah, which, as we have learned, is the foundation stone of

our service of Hashem.
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